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Betty Everett and Pat Spencer, nieces of Colin 
Campbell Ross with his remains at Old Melbourne 
Gaol yesterday. Photo: Rebecca Hallas
BETTY Everett grew up with a dark family secret 
that was never discussed, not even among family 
members - her uncle had been hanged for raping 
and murdering a little girl.

As a young girl, Mrs Everett, then Betty Ross, had 
come across a photograph in the family Bible of a 
man who looked like her father, but was in fact his 
brother, Colin Campbell Ross.

Years later, while visiting relatives, she saw a 
yellowing magazine clipping, with the same 
photograph, reporting on the hanging of Ross, 26, 
in the Old Melbourne Gaol in 1922 for the rape and 

murder of 12-year-old Alma Tirtschke.

Advertisement: Story continues below 
Betty had never mentioned her discovery to her father Stanley and he never spoke of his brother, but she had grown up 
thinking a murderer's blood was running through her veins.

Ross, who maintained his innocence up to the moment the gallows floor opened under him, was cleared of the murder 
in May 2008 after 17 years of dogged research by author Kevin Morgan.

With a petition of mercy from the Ross and Tirtschke families, the case was re-opened in 2006, and Mr Ross was 
eventually proved innocent and pardoned for the crime.

In the Old Melbourne Gaol yesterday, Ross's ashes, which had been buried in a mass grave, were handed to Mrs 
Everett and her sister, Pat Spencer.

They will be laid to rest next to the grave of his mother, who had pleaded unsuccessfully to the government of the day 
for her son's remains.

''A shadow has been lifted from my heart,'' Mrs Everett said.

Victorian Attorney-General Rob Hulls, who handed the ashes over to the family, said the tragedy highlighted the 
injustice of the death penalty. 
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Also in Victoria:
Police shot 'vulnerable' teen six times
On the evening Tyler Cassidy, 15, died he texted an ominous message to a friend: 'WORST MOOD EVER'.

Also in Victoria:
Williams case witness dropped

A second inmate who was present when Carl Williams died will be dropped as a prosecution witness in 
the case against the alleged murderer.

Also in Victoria:
Electricity shocks hit home
Huge increases in household electricity bills are being blamed on the coldest winter in Melbourne for more than a decade.

Also in Victoria:
Myki faces expensive new hurdle
The trouble-plagued myki project has hit another snag, with the expected cost of training newsagents and 7-11 stores to
sell and top up the smartcards costing $1.4 million more than originally contracted.

Also in Victoria:
Revealed: the man charged with Carl Williams' murder

THE identity of the man charged with the jailhouse bashing murder of gangland boss Carl Williams can 
now be revealed.

Also in Victoria:
Parties agree Victoria will remain nuclear-free state

Victoria will remain a nuclear-free state, regardless of who wins next month's state election.

Also in Victoria:
Sex offender's care of children denied
Victoria's Department of Human Services has strongly denied new allegations three girls at the centre of a child 
protection row have at times been left in the care of a sex offender.

Also in Victoria:
Teen fights off kidnappers
A 17-year-old girl fought off two abductors who grabbed her and tried to pull her into a waiting car while she walked in
parkland north of Melbourne yesterday, police say.

Also in Victoria:
Bracks enlisted to take on Green machine
Former premier Steve Bracks will enter the Victorian election campaign tonight, lending his weight to Labor's bid to hold 
off the Greens in key inner-city seats.
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Also in Victoria:
Northern schools full by 2016
State high schools in Melbourne's northern suburbs will be unable to cope with student numbers within five years, with 
more than 200 students forecast to miss out on a place in years 7 to 9 in 2016.
People who read this also read:

Williams case witness dropped 5 people read this 1.
Teen fights off kidnappers 1 people read this 2.
A mother prepares to take the stand in ... 1 people read this3. 
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